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 Adam Sennott
Trump’s proposal would cut HUD’s budget by about 

15-percent and eliminate the Community Develop-
ment Block Grants Program (CDBG), Choice Neigh-
borhoods Initiative, HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program, and the Self-Help Homeownership Oppor-
tunity Program. Though the budget may be revised 
in the U.S. House of Representative and the Senate, 
some homeless advocates are saying that if enacted the 
proposal would a catastrophic impact on low-income 
families, the elderly, and the disabled.
 “It’s worse than a lot of us expected,” Megan Hus-

tings, Interim Director for 
the National Coalition for the 
Homeless, said. “This is really 
bad.”
 Hustings said that the Com-

munity Block Grants that are 
being eliminated “fill in the 
gaps where other programs 
leave communities without the 
resources they need, especially 
in smaller communities.”
 Hustings said that the grants are often used for “very 

basic things” such as food assistance and healthcare.
 “The block granting process gives grantees the abil-

ity to tailor funds and programs to what the local com-
munity needs,” Hustings said.  “It’s a really invaluable 
resource for both big and small communities.”
 Hustings also said Trump’s proposal to put stringent 

work requirements on programs such as food stamps 
and housing could impact the elderly and those with 
disabilities.
 “There’s a reason that we push against those,” Hus-

tings said.
 Hustings also noted that the SNAP program has 

been found by the Government Accountability Office 

To all my homeless friends, supporters and homeless 
advocates, The great Michael Stoops, The Head of State to 
all of us who are homeless and those of us who serve the 
homeless has passed away today on 5/1/2017. This man was a 
great man and a legend. He worked like I did 24 hours a day 
and taking naps at his desk. 
Michael had a stroke about two years ago and never was 
able to regain the life he had in the past. This man 
devoted every waking hour to the United States of America 
and to the people who suffered from poverty and mental 
health. To the Veterans, to the Chronic and to every single 
child who was homeless this man got all us advocates on the 
same page and never hushed those of us who thought outside 
of the box. For me he was my mentor and he kept us able to 
keep up the good fight. 
We love you and we thank you for all work you did for I 
guess four decades or longer. You kept your office close to 
the White House, and when I called you it was like calling 
our White House. You never took credit for the work you 
did but this is the time we give you credit for helping 
to save mankind. Your work started so many new agencies 
and you most likely are the best community organizer 
in our history. Good bye my friend and THANK YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING...... Love, Sean Cononie

(GAO) “to be one of the least abused programs of the federal 
government.”
 “This budget would be catastrophic for America,” Hustings 

said. “It’s unconscionable.”
 A 2016 report by the GAO found that only between three 

and six percent of all SNAP payments were improper, and that, 
in part, those payments likely reflected “certain policy changes 
and calculation methods.”
 “Many factors affect low-income households’ eligibility for 

SNAP and the amount of benefits they receive, creating mul-
tiple opportunities for errors in the eligibility determination 
process conducted by states,” The GAO said in a statement. 

 Diane Yentel, President and CEO of the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
said in a statement that the proposal a 
“devastating blow” and “a transparent 
effort to pay for tax cuts for the wealthy 
and increase defense spending.”
The NLIHC obtained a leaked version 

of the budget prior to its release and said 
it could lead to hundreds of thousands of 
people losing their housing.
“The proposed cuts could mean more 

than 250,000 people could lose their housing vouchers,” Yen-
tel said in a statement prior to the budgets official release. “It 
would also impose punitive measures that would jeopardize 
family stability – increasing the financial burdens they face 
through higher rents and ending support to help cover the cost 
of basic utilities, like water and heat.
“If enacted, Mr. Trump’s budget would exacerbate the grow-

ing affordable rental housing crisis in every state and commu-
nity across the nation, and it would represent a clear departure 
from the belief that everyone deserves an affordable place to 
call home,” Yentel said.
HUD defended the cuts in a press release announcing the bud-

get.
“Since 1980, and most recently in 2013, HUD studies found 

that CDBG is increasingly not well targeted to the 
poorest communities and has not demonstrated a mea-
surable impact on communities,” HUD said. 
HUD also said that “state and local governments are 

better-positioned to serve their communities’ needs” 
than the Choice Neighborhoods Initiative, HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program, and the Self-Help 
Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP).
HUD Spokesperson Brian Sullivan noted that the 

budget maintains $2.25 billion in funding for home-
less assistance grants.
The request includes almost $2 billion for the Con-

tinuum of Care Program, which serves over 750,000 
people experiencing homelessness each year, HUD 
said. Another $255 million is dedicated for Emergen-
cy Solutions Grants, which supports over 350,000 per-
sons in emergency shelter each year, while $7 million 
is allocated for Homeless Management Information 
System, HUD said.

A Letter to my Mentor

The proposed cuts could mean 

more than 250,000 people could 

lose their housing vouchers

Why cutting the HUD budget is not good for the homeless

Sean Cononie with his mentor Michael Stoops
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Donate Online: HomelessVoice.org/Donate Donations are tax deductable &
help South Florida’s Homeless

~Monthly Angels~
Aleta Walter
Andy Herrmann
Anna Hadley
Angela Martinez
Arturo & Amelia                    
  Rodriguez
Barbara Robinson
Bill & Laura Fash
Caroline Vidal
Charles & Tracy       
  Rice
Daniel Cavanaugh
Daniel Guevara
David Reiff
Edwin H Kluge Jr
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Ellen Heron
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GI Enterprises &    
  Associates, Inc
Gerald Keller
Greentree Financial  
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Gregory Heal
Ian Cavalcanti Luan
Isa-Aura Rosenthal
Jared Carrell
John Dinielli
John & Linda Evans
John & Ruth 

Mautino
Jorge Herrera
Jorge Sanchez
Joseph Maiuro
Judith Temple
Karen Povlock
Katia Acosta
Kelly Filer
Lauren Groffman
Lawrence Calella
Loise Goldberg
LongReach
Mark Targett
Mattress by 
Appointment

Mei hao Lu
Michael Prokop
Olga’s Banquet Hall
Patrice & George   
  Shurland
Patricia Brinson
Paul & Rosalie 
Pierce
Praxi Solutions
Richard Berk
RM Beaulieu
Roanne Cobuzio
Rufino Garcia
Samantha Boehm
Sean & Rema 

Thank you for your support Angels! Your support keeps our doors open!

Campbell
Sean Cononie
Stephanie Salera
Summers Motors
Tatiana Da Cunha
Temple Aron                
  Hakodesh
Timothy Osborn
Victor Lanza
Walton Brown
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Your contribution keeps our organization afloat! Our Angels are a very important part of 
our service and ease the burden of our monthly bills. Thank you for your help in caring for 
our poor! With your donation, we are happy to send you our Homeless Voice newspaper. 
Choose your preferred method of subscription below:

Digital Download
Yes, I would like a newspaper emailed to me once a month. 

Home Delivery
Yes, I would like a newspaper mailed to me once a month. 

Neither
No, I prefer to get my newspaper at street corners.  

Delivery Address:
(if different from above)



About the Homeless Voice

Homeless Voice Newspaper Staff
Publisher-  Sean Cononie

Editor in Chief-  Mark Targett      Executive Editor-  Sara Targett
www.HomelessVoice.org/contact
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~ Cathy’s Prayer List ~
* Jeff
* Betsy
* Romeo
* Maggie 
* The Kalins
* Devon 
* Diane Karm
* Jefferson Wilson
* Amy & Mr. Jason
* Lorena
* Lilly
* Beth Ann
* The Coakleys
* Eddie Mercer
* Bob
* Michael Loffredo
* Natacha Lewis
* Steven Green
* Josh Wynn 
* Bianca
* James
* Lois

To add a name to Cathy’s Prayer List, text 954-410-6275

admin@designdorm.com

The Homeless Voice houses, feeds, and finds jobs for anyone who is 
homeless. We serve up to 500 homeless daily and serve over 45,000 
meals each month.
 The Homeless Voice distributes a street newspaper in all major cities 
throughout Florida including Tallahassee, Lake City, Jacksonville, 
Tampa, Orlando, Daytona, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami. 
The Homeless Voice Newspaper has three functions.
 1-Educate the public on homelessness and poverty issues
 2-Provide temporary employment to those without a job
 3-Raise additional funds for the Florida based shelter
We have grown into a multifaceted agency that feeds, shelters, and 
arranges for each homeless person to receive the necessary access 
to social and noncompulsory religious services to enable a return 
to a self-reliant lifestyle.
For the small percentage of people incapable of living independent 
lives, we provide a caring and supportive environment for their 
long-term residency.

Become an 

Independent Distributor 

of the Homeless Voice 
Newspaper

call 954-924-3571 x 401

EXTRA!    EXTRA!
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If you're looking for free summer 
meals for kids in your neighborhood, 

just text “food” to 877-877 (or 
“comida” for a reply in Spanish). No 
Kid Hungry developed this system 

with the USDA.

Sharron
So there’s this homeless man that lives behind the Walgreens I go to. Sometimes he sits on the bench 

in front of it and asks for money. I can usually smell the alcohol coming from him so rather than 
money, I typically will buy him something to eat and a Gatorade and drop it on the bench by him. 
Yesterday, he was only on the bench on my way out so I didn’t have food for him when he asked for 

money. When I looked in his eyes, I actually felt compelled to give him the money and asked him if 
he would do two things in return for it. I asked him to promise me he would not buy anything with 
my money that wasn’t good for him...and to buy something warm and nutritious to eat because he 
was soaked. I also asked him if I could say a prayer with him. I asked God to protect him, make sure 
he always had somewhere safe to be, food, water and people in his life to make him feel loved. I was 
crying by the end of my prayer and was a little embarrassed at my uncontrolled emotions that over 
took me...Then, the most unexpected thing happened...He asked if he could pray for me...his prayer 
was so heartfelt and beautiful and he asked God to take care of me and all of the people that love me 
and that I love too. He asked God for my protection. I can’t begin to tell you how this has stayed with 
me since this happened yesterday. 
His name is Jeff and if anyone is inclined, please say a prayer for him. I know he has been homeless 

for a long time...I have no idea what his story is...but everyone gets down on their luck at some point 
and sometimes it spirals on people... All I know is I could see a beautiful soul and maybe all of our 
prayers can bring him a healthy life...one filled with love and comfort and a home. ❤

The Gift I Got Back  

On Monday there was a rally of 1500 people at the 
Peabody Auditorium in Daytona Beach. The rally 
was sponsored by a Criminal Justice Lobby group 
named Fighting Against Injustice Towards Harmony 
(F.A.I.T.H.).   Over 30 Churches encouraged their 
membership to attend.  FAITH has been promot-
ing that they are advocating for 
“Hope for the Homeless” as stat-
ed in their flyer. 
The truth is that FAITH is a 

lobby group which is pressur-
ing City and County Leaders to 
build a punitive jail diversion 
shelter that is strictly for criminal 
enforcement purposes.  They are 
promoting spending millions of 
dollars to build a tent style build-
ing next to the jail which will 
make the City “Pottinger Com-
pliant”.  They are not a homeless 
service provider and are not a 
social service organization.  They are an organization 
comprised of two paid employees and volunteers. 
All of the projects the FAITH organization advocate 

and lobby for are Criminal Justice based.  The FAITH 
Organization is a product of D.A.R.T. (The Direct Ac-
tion and Research Training Center) a national network 

“How Christians are Being Used to Criminalize the Homeless”
of 22 affiliated grassroots, nonprofit, congregation-based com-
munity organizations.  All of their organizations advocate for 
Criminal Justice based solutions.  
The bottom line is that they have misinformed and misled the 

Church congregations involved.  FAITH completely circum-
vents and ignores IRS rules prohibiting excessive lobbying.  

Their entire mission is lobbying.  They 
do nothing else.  Read their mission state-
ment on their website.  
The shelter they are proposing is against 

all Best Practices and guidance in home-
less solutions from the Federal authority 
(United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness) and our State authority 
(Florida Governors Council on Homeless-
ness).  It is not supported by the Volusia/
Flagler Commission on Homelessness or 
the local Continuum of Care.  The City of 
Daytona has received unprecedented let-
ters of opinion from the National Coali-
tion for the Homeless and National Expert 

Iain DeJong of Orgcode stating this model is not Best Practices. 
It is being pushed by the FAITH Organization strictly for the 

profit of the community at the expense of people who need 
housing.  The current First Step Shelter proposal is for JAIL 
DIVERSION not for helping people out of homelessness.  
The 32 Churches and their congregations that are involved are 

Reader Commentary
oblivious to the facts.  They are being falsely told that 
this jail diversion shelter is the solution to our home-
less problem.  The truth is that the shelter they pro-
pose is patterned after Pinellas Safe Harbor which is 
a complete failure in solving the homeless problem.   
The designer of that facility in Pinellas County, Dr. 
Robert Marbut, is the same consultant hired here.  The 
City paid him $185,000 for a cookie cutter report.  His 
model has proven ineffective all over the Country.  
The Christian citizens need to know there are more 

effective and cheaper solutions.  If they knew the 
facts, they would not consider supporting this shelter.   
Its’ purpose is to allow increased enforcement down-
town and this is the most expensive and least effective 
option for the community. 
Please fellow Christians, do your due diligence.  Ed-

ucate yourself. Do not allow people to use the neediest 
of the community for profit.  Help the impoverished 
of your community, do not dismiss this article and al-
low them to be punished anymore.  Do not believe the 
newspaper or people benefitting from this project.  Do 
the humane and fiscally responsible thing for our com-
munity, find out the best option. 
Thomas Rebman
LT, USN Retired
ME, Stetson University
(407) 421-8115
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“Among our tasks as witnesses to the 

love of Christ is that of giving a voice to 

the cry of the poor.” 

~Pope Francis

Check out our new Homeless Outreach iPhone App!
Download our app, snap a photo and tag your location

We are in Need 
of Donations

4700 SW 51st Street
Suite 208
Davie, FL 33314

Phone: (954) 924-3571

Call or Drop off Tuesday-Saturday 11 am- 6pm

Tammy Cononie
Independent Beauty Consultant
Enriching Womens Lives

11965 Swooping Willow Rd
Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-607-0971

TM

ccononie@yahoo.com

Canned Goods

Coffee
Peanut Butter

Water
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Street Sense
It is with great sadness that Street Sense says 

goodbye to Michael Stoops, who passed away 
peacefully on the morning of May 1. Michael di-
rected community organizing for the National Co-
alition for the Homeless, which he helped found 
in the ’80s. No individual has been more commit-
ted to or instrumental in empowering people ex-
periencing homelessness.
This trait put him on the national stage during the 

frigid winter of 1986 when 
Michael slept on the side-
walk grates of Washington 
with activist Mitch Snyder 
and others. They success-
fully urged Congress to pass 
the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act, which 
remains our government’s 
most significant financial 
response to homelessness. 
Food stamps, Section 8 housing, Health Care for 
the Homeless, community mental health services, 
education assistance and much more — all McK-
inney-Vento.
But this was only a moment in time. Michael had 

already been administering shelters and advocat-
ing around local issues in Oregon for a decade. He 

A life well-lived: D.C. street newspaper remembers homeless advocate

Remembering Michael Stoops 3-1-1950 5-1-2017

Brian Davis
The first thing I did when I became the Director 

of NEOCH in 1995 was call Michael Stoops at the 
National Coalition for the Homeless and talked to 
him about civil rights for those who did not use the 
shelters.  We were engaged in a series of lawsuits 
that began before I was a member of the Coalition, 
so I needed a tutorial.  Michael was a quiet man 
who was a peacemaker.  He never asked for the 
spotlight but accepted it to save the National Coali-
tion for the Homeless.  Sitting down and looking 
for a solution with a group of persecuted homeless 
people was the way he wanted to spend his after-
noons.  Michael Stoops passed away on May Day 
2017 after a two year struggle following a stroke.
Stoops grew up in Indiana and moved to Port-

land, managing a shelter in the 1970s.  Stoops 
loved sitting in the office and helping to distribute 
the donated food on Sunday afternoon to the for-
gotten and downtrodden.  He helped organize the 
Housing Now march in DC, provided input on the 
McKinney Vento national funding of shelters, and 
helped found the National Coalition for the Home-
less.  Stoops was a community organizer with a 
keen ear for listening to homeless people. He had 
experienced homelessness and hunger and slept at 
the CCNV shelter in DC in the 
past.  He knew what it meant to 
be swept off the streets, and he 
cared about the intrinsic value of 
every human being.  He under-
stood that each person had their 
talents and a place in our society.  
He rarely wore a sport coat and 
was often confused for the home-
less individuals that City Coun-
cilmembers and Congressional 
staff walk over on their way into 
their offices. 
Michael loved bringing people 

together and working to raise the 
voice of those who slept outside 
with his quiet but powerful voice.  
He stepped up to write grants, 
send in payroll, complete the 990 
tax return and manage a VISTA 
program because he had to in or-
der to keep the organization func-
tioning.  Stoops met with funders 
and in his soft spoken style asked 
them to open their checkbooks to help in a non-
traditional manner.  It was not money to buy food, 
housing, a shelter bed or clothing; he was asking 
for a donation for social change.  That is the hard-
est thing to try to get across in an elevator speech, 
but Michael never lost his thirst for righteousness.
 Michael took on the executive director posi-

tion at NCH when I was a board member.  It was 
a temporary interim appointment for the summer 
that lasted for years.  He testified before Congress, 
always yielding time to others who had slept on 
the hard sidewalks of America’s streets.   Stoops 
worked for NCH when it was a large vibrant or-
ganization with 20 staff and he helped to unionize 
that staff.  He saw it crippled by the downturn and 
the loss of prestige and influence.  Michael put in 
place a speaker’s bureau that has become a main-
stay of NCH programming.  The speakers under 
Michael’s guidance taught other formerly home-
less people to overcome their nervousness to talk 
at colleges, high schools and religious gatherings 
to put a face on homelessness.  We will never know 
how many shelter workers, volunteers, health care 
professionals or housing developers were inspired 
by Michael to work to reduce poverty in the United 
States.   I met a doctor at the CDC in Atlanta who 
was inspired to work in the area of TB after listen-
ing to Michael Stoops at a college class.
Stoops loved the street newspaper movement and 

A Reflection on Michael Stoops of NCH
helped to keep many street newspapers in business, plant-
ing the seeds of a few others.  The best street newspaper 
in the United States, Street Sense in DC, was founded by 
Stoops and NCH’s director at the time, Donald Whitehead.  
The paper has remained close to Michael and he continued 
to act as a mentor to Street Sense and many of the vendors 
in our nation’s capital.  There are thousands of newspaper 
vendors who were able to make the rent or pay for dental 
work because of Michael.  He loved to empower individu-
als willing to try to sell free speech on the cold, rainy, harsh 
mean streets of America. 
Michael came to Cleveland on a few speaking engage-

ments and to help with the North American Street Newspa-
per Association conference at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity in the late 1990s.  He helped to get the Canadian and 
US papers together and host listening and learning sessions 
in various cities.  He organized newspaper conferences in 
Seattle, San Francisco, Cleveland, Boston, Montreal, Ed-
monton, and Chicago that I was able to attend.  He always 
helped homeless people attend the conference and hosted a 
series of vendor competitions to see which vendor would 
sell the most papers in a foreign city. One of our vendors 
dressed as a cow (with cow head) on the plane to fly to Ed-
monton to get that extra edge in the vendor competition. 
This was pre-September 11th.  You can’t dress as a cow on 
a plane anymore, but she won.  Even back in the late 1990s 

and early 2000s it was hard to get home-
less people with problematic backgrounds 
across the US/Canadian border, but Mi-
chael handled it.  
He lived, breathed and voraciously ate 

up the news about homelessness and pov-
erty from around the US.  Michael would 
read nearly every major newspaper every 
day and that dramatically expanded when 
he got access to the internet.  He knew as 
much about the sweeps taking place in San 
Diego as the local Coalition just from the 
news accounts and the telephone.  Stoops 
would call us in the field and get an up-
date on the status of a lawsuit or negative 
encounters with the police when he heard 
about a problem.  He knew more about 
the struggles facing homeless people in 
America than every board member in the 
30 year history of the Homeless Coalition 
in Cleveland combined.  
Michael would put us in contact with 

a homeless person in some of the rural 
communities two or three hours outside 

of Cleveland who happened to call the NCH office for help.  
Homeless people, advocates and service providers could 
call Michael day or night and they would get a response.  
They could call about being arrested or threatened by the 
police and he would get them a local contact who might 
help.  The religious groups would call to tell Michael that 
the police did not want to serve a hot meal to a homeless 
person and he would hook them up with a lawyer friend 
of his. Michael worked with health care advocates to read 
the names of those who had passed away on the first day 
of winter.  That somber service is done at every major city 
in Ohio and hundreds of cities in the United States thanks 
to Michael and the National Health Care for the Homeless.
Stoops heard about those horrible videos (remember video 

tapes?) of homeless people fighting that were being sold at 
major retailers and went to war.  In the most meek and un-
derstated way possible, he successfully fought to get every 
major retailer to stop selling for profit these horrible tapes.  
He asked Sean Cononie of Florida to take on Dr. Phil and 
condemn the awful people who were making money off oth-
er’s mental health or addiction issues.  This was one of the 
benefits of Michael’s long career; he had allies who would 
support him throughout the country.  Michael appeared on 
the Colbert Report, CNN and many other news programs.  
He was the reluctant face of national homeless advocacy in 
the United States. Stoops understood the tremendous weight 
on his shoulders to carry the horrific stories of violence, 
crime, poverty and a lack of education that people overcame 
in order to find stability.  I never knew if he was mourning 

or praying or just trying to process the tragedy that he 
saw on a daily basis, but he was a deep thinker.
Michael would fly to Florida to testify against a restric-

tion on churches serving food on the beach and then 
to Austin to argue that disabled people should be able 
to rest on park benches, then to San Francisco to try to 
breathe some compassion into a City Council trying to 
restrict begging for money.  Homeless people living in 
the big shelters in Boston or St. Petersburg knew of Mi-
chael’s efforts, and he tried to bring justice to Covington 
Kentucky with the forgotten homeless guys sleeping in 
abandoned farms who were finding it impossible to get 
into housing with their criminal background.  He gave of 
himself every day to help those forgotten by capitalism.  
Michael was poor of spirit, and was always trying to lift 
those around him. He did not raise his voice and was 
merciful even to those he disagreed with or those who 
he felt were doing harm.
I think that the most significant legacy from Michael’s 

work came toward the end of his career in 2014: after 
years of Hate Crimes reports published; after years of 
publishing Criminalization reports documenting all the 
municipal laws passed to hide homeless people; and af-
ter all the meetings with hundreds of Congressional staff 
members, the Justice Department added their voice to a 
police sweeps case out of Boise Idaho. This was impor-
tant because for the first time someone in the national 
government put down on paper what we in the field have 
known for decades: local policies on homelessness are 
crazy.  How can a city not offer enough beds to everyone 
who shows up for help, and then turn around and give 
a ticket to those who sleep on the streets?   The Obama 
administration said it was immoral to not offer enough 
shelter and then paradoxically arrest those who cannot 
find a shelter bed. This was the Bell vs. the City of Boise 
lawsuit over the police sweeps of homeless people, but it 
should be called the life’s work of Michael Stoops. 
I will miss Michael every day.  The struggle to end 

homelessness has taken a hit that will take years to re-
cover. 

went on to create the Coalition’s Speakers Bureau, which 
trains and pays homeless and formerly homeless people 
to share their experiences with students, professionals 
and lawmakers. He instituted National Homeless Persons’ 
Memorial Day more than 20 years ago to honor the lives 
of anyone who dies while homeless. He led an annual ef-
fort to track hate crimes against homeless people and tire-
lessly pushed for homeless bills of rights legislation. He 
was instrumental in the founding of Street Sense, a street 
newspaper in Washington, D.C., and fostered a network 

of collaboration among street papers 
across the country. Michael served 
on the Street Sense board for many 
years.
One of the Street Sense cofounders 

crashed on Michael’s couch when 
first moving to the District.
“The same couch that George Si-

letti slept on,” Ted Henson confided 
in a hospital hallway after visiting 
Michael. Siletti, who also recently 

passed away, was a dedicated member of the Coalition’s 
speakers bureau and published poetry in the early editions 
of Street Sense. Clearly Michael opened his heart and his 
home to many.
Yet he never asked for anything in return, except more 

work. Even though he was the kind of person with the kind 
of Rolodex that could get Susan Sarandon on a plane to 

Washington to demand congressional action on home-
lessness.
After suffering a major stroke in 2015, Michael con-

tinued to consult on Coalition efforts. In his wheelchair, 
he participated in the D.C. 2015 and 2016 National 
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day marches and inter-
faith services, which included accompanying advocates 
to lobby councilmembers in the Wilson Building. He 
was greeted with a near-standing ovation when he at-
tended the Street Sense annual celebration last year to 
see artists perform.
In addition to lawmakers, Michael was also committed 

to educating the next generation on homelessness and 
the root inequalities that lead to it.
Coalition Speakers Bureau member Eric Sheptock 

wrote in an email that Michael would always introduce 
speakers by saying, “I’ve been doing this work for 40 
years; and, if we don’t begin to do more than feed and 
shelter the homeless, then in 40 more years when all of 
you are my age, we’ll still be trying to end homeless-
ness.”
It would be impossible to count the number of lives 

Michael has changed for the better. And he would never 
ask us to. But you can show it. In lieu of flowers or 
condolences, we are sure he would appreciate a well-
crafted call or note to your senator, your representative, 
your city official or a person struggling on the street.
Rest in peace, Michael. We love you.

Asst. Director Mark Targett and Director 
Sean Cononie of Homeless Voice at Stoops 
Memorial Service in Washington D.C.

Mitch Snyder (second from right and Michael Stoops far right circa 1986) slept on the sidewalk grates of Washington. They successfully 
urged Congress to pass the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (which includes Food stamps, Section 8 Housing, Health Care 
for the Homeless and much more)

Stoops understood 
the tremendous 
weight on his 

shoulders to carry 
the horrific stories 
of violence, crime, 

poverty and a lack of 
education that people 
overcame in order to 

find stability.

Feeding the Homeless on the streets 
of Washington D.C.

Susan Sarandon and Michael Stoops 
lobbying for congressional action.

Still participating at the National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day
after suffering a major stroke. 

No individual has been more 
committed to or instrumental in 

empowering people experiencing 
homelessness
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Jacksonville News

The I.M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless 
and Vestcor Cos. have closed on the financing 
for a new development that will house homeless 
women and children in Jacksonville, Fla.
Sulzbacher Village will offer 70 permanent 

housing units for homeless women and children 
as well as 54 units for emergency housing and 
medical respite. The Jacksonville, Fla., property 
is being developed by I.M. Sulzbacher Center for 
the Homeless and Vestcor Cos.
It has an estimated total development cost of 

$19.9 million. The Florida Housing Finance 
Corp. awarded the development $9.2 million in 
9% federal LIHTCs and $3.5 million in State 
Apartment Incentive Loan (SAIL) funds.
Alden Capital Partners facilitated the investment 

of federal LIHTCs through its multi-investor 
fund, Alden Capital Partners Tax Credit Fund 24.
“We are excited to partner with the Sulzbacher 

Center and Vestcor Cos. on the Sulzbacher Vil-
lage initiative,” said Dana Mayo, executive vice 
president at Alden Capital Partners, in a state-
ment. “Many homeless women and children will 
now have access to affordable housing. They 
will also receive education programs like literacy 

Development for Homeless Women in Florida Receives Financing

training, employment assistance, health and wellness ser-
vices, and financial management to help them acclimate 
back into society. This development will positively im-
pact the Jacksonville community for years to come.”
According to the Sulzbacher Center, there are 3,000 

people who are homeless in Jacksonville. Each day, the 
center provides shelter for 360 individuals, health care for 
200 patients, and over 1,500 meals through its downtown 
Jacksonville and Jacksonville Beach campuses.
However, having run at capacity for several years, the 

Sulzbacher Center sought to construct a new community 
for women and children, who represent the fastest-grow-
ing groups in the homeless population. The Sulzbacher 
Center partnered with Vestcor, one of Florida’s premier 
affordable housing developers, and Alden Capital Part-
ners, a national LIHTC investor, to realize this vision.
The ground breaking for Sulzbacher Village, which sits 

on 3.1 acres of land, took place in April. Construction is 
scheduled for completion in spring 2018. When finished, 
the three-story building will offer a mix of studio and 
two-bedroom LIHTC units. Eleven units will be restricted 
to households at or below 33% of the area median income 
(AMI), and 59 units will be restricted to households at or 
below 60% of the AMI.
Sulzbacher Village will also provide an impressive ar-

ray of on-site amenities including a playground, 
a day care, a computer lab, a children’s library, a 
children’s behavioral therapy center, on-site man-
agement, 24-hour security, and medical, vision, 
and dental offices.
The Sulzbacher Center is the general partner, 

guarantor, and co-developer of the development. 
Vestcor Cos. is also a co-developer of Sulzbacher 
Village. This is the second affordable housing 
deal Vestcor and Alden Capital Partners have 
partnered on in the last six months. The first de-
velopment is Quest Village in Orlando, a 48-unit 
affordable housing property designed to accom-
modate individuals with intellectual disabilities.

By Kenya Woodard
Tampa java lovers now have a new place to sat-

isfy their coffee cravings – and help the homeless 
with each cup.
After more than a year of planning and construc-

tion, The Portico Café is now open. It’s the lat-
est addition to the Portico campus, which is an 
outreach ministry of Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church.
Church leaders invited the community for a 

peek at the new space on May 5.
The café is an example of the church’s vision 

that The Portico be a place that fosters important 
conversation, offers a connection to the commu-
nity, and facilitates change, said campus director 
Rev. Justin LaRosa.
“We said we can create that and we can create 

something with a mission,” he said.
The café was a winner with both patrons and lo-

cal leaders.
Garrett Scott, an assistant manager at the Metro 

510 complex across the street, said he’s certain 
the café will be a regular morning stop for him.
“I think it’s beautiful,” he said. “It gives the feel 

of a Starbucks with a local niche, which I like.”
Mayor Bob Buckhorn called this latest business 

opening in the booming downtown Tampa cor-
ridor “a ribbon-cutting with a purpose.”
“It is a church that understands they have to take 

their message outside the walls of the church,” he 
said. “It’s a win-win all the way around.”
Like its peers, the café offers a wide selection 

of hot and cold coffee drinks such as lattes, cap-
puccinos, and iced mochas. Smoothies and sand-
wiches also are available for purchase. A bright 
and airy open concept layout offers visitors a 
choice of meeting with friends at one of the high 
tables or snuggling alone with a book in a cush-
ioned chair.
The difference lies in the café’s mission: each 

purchase supports the Portico’s homeless initia-
tives. And all of the baristas are hired through 
local nonprofit agencies like DACCO and Met-

Portico Cafe opens to customers while offering opportunities

ropolitan Ministries.
Extending a “shot” or second chance to folks who are 

recovering from drug additions or homelessness is a criti-
cal part of the café’s purpose, LaRosa said.
Equally important was offering healthcare and paying a 

livable wage, said café manager Gregory Balo.
Baristas earn $13.50 an hour. That includes a base pay of 

$9 and tips estimated at $4 an hour.
If the amount of tips falls short, the church makes up the 

difference, ensuring that each employee receives their per 
hour wage, he said.
Balo, who’s managed cafes for a decade, said such an 

incentive is a win for both the café and employees.
Paying a livable wage helps staff feel valued and “helps 

retain employees a little better,” he said.

Sterling Schulte, a barista, was working at a 
sandwich shop prior to signing on with The Por-
tico Café.
The pay was low at her old job and Schulte said 

she really didn’t have a future there.
Now, she’s making more money and having her 

own apartment is within reach, Schulte said.
Schulte admits she was nervous about taking the 

job at the café because of its connection to the 
church. But she’s found the family-like environ-
ment has been a great help as she goes through 
methadone detox.
“It’s a great support network,” she said. “I want 

to be a better person working here.”
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Fort Lauderdale News

By Carey Codd
A section of Ft. Lauderdale’s homeless popula-

tion will be looking for a new resting spot follow-
ing a month-long closure of Stranahan Park.
Dozens lined up Friday to get vouchers for bus 

passes to leave the area. Others gathered their be-
longings awaiting word on whether or not they’ll 
be given a hotel room provided by the city for a 
few days.
The situation unfolded after city officials said 

they received a notice of violation from the state 
health department that there are unsanitary condi-
tions in the park. Specifically, it’s infested with 
rodents.
Earlier in the afternoon, a backhoe dumped 

items from the makeshift homeless encampment. 
CBS4’s Carey Codd was 
told that it was simply 
trash and not people’s be-
longings. Instead, those 
were loaded into large 
recycle bins and taken to 
the Ft. Lauderdale Police 
Dept. where the homeless 
will have access to it.
“That tractor that you 

just hear starting up, pulled up and started grab-
bing things, dumping in the roll off box, the 
dumpster,” said Trinidad Deleon, who lived at 
the park. “Some of it was our personal effects — 
clothes, pictures of loved ones, our Bibles.”
The move comes as a surprise to those who, for 

years, have camped out and been fed at the park.
Many feel it’s just a pretext to move the home-

less out of Stranahan Park and out of downtown 
Ft. Lauderdale.

Rats Force Ft. Lauderdale’s Homeless To Clear Out Of Stranahan Park

“Here, it just seems like an epidemic, the more people, 
ya know, in one area or whatnot, that they don’t like, over 
a period of time, they’re just going to do this to you,” said 
Trinidad DeLeon. “So all they’re doing is just pushing the 
envelope down to the next part of the city.”
Mayor Jack Seiler disputes that.
“We have a health, safety, welfare issue,” said the mayor. 

“This is not about the homeless in the park, this is not 
about whether that park has had a history of problems. 
This is about the health, safety and welfare of people to-
day in that park, people in that park going forward.”
The mayor said they have 23 hotel rooms that people 

can stay in for a week. They also have 15 beds at a shel-
ter. There are also 7-day Broward County bus passes for 
people who need to get somewhere else in the county.
A homeless woman named Jennifer didn’t like the way 

the situation was handled.
“We’re clean,” she said. “We’re 

civilized. We’re just homeless. 
We’re not classless. We’re not 
education-less. Have a little more 
compassion.”
She said the problem is the dif-

ficulty of getting help.
“They promise us shelter,” she 

said. “They promise us help. But 
you have to have an addiction or a problem to get the 
help.”
Homeless advocates believe this highlights a bigger 

problem — a lack of housing for struggling people.
“This is another example of kicking the can down the 

road without any solution, without providing what home-
less people need most which is housing,” said Jeff Wein-
berger.
Robin Martin with Rebuilding Together Broward says 

they are making consistent progress getting people in per-

manent housing in the county but the problem 
persists.
“Until you have enough housing available for 

people, what do you do? How do you care for 
them?” Martin said. “And today this was not a 
good example of the city. It was not the best side 
of Fort Lauderdale.”
The mayor said the park will be shut down for at 

least 30 days while it’s cleaned.
CBS4 News asked the mayor what happens 

when the park reopens and the homeless want to 
return. Seiler He said they’re not ready to tackle 
that issue yet. He said that will likely be discussed 
by the city commission over the coming weeks.

Many feel it’s just a pretext to move 
the homeless out of Stranahan Park 
and out of downtown Ft. Lauderdale

Gainesville News

By Nick Bowman
Three Gainesville causes have more cash in 

the bank thanks to donations from Wells Fargo, 
which is celebrating the opening of its new loca-
tion on Jesse Jewell Parkway.
As part of its opening of the New Holland 

Market branch, part of continuing development 
around the Kroger Marketplace on Jesse Jewell, 
Wells Fargo cut $60,000 in checks for My Sis-
ter’s Place, Our Neighbor and for a green space 
project managed by the city of Gainesville and 
the University of Georgia.
Wells Fargo closed its former Gainesville Main 

branch on May 19 and opened the new branch on 
May 22. A ribbon cutting was held on Thursday.
The former Gainesville Main building also 

housed Wells Fargo’s regional mortgage offices, 
which have been moved to Duluth, and business 
banking offices, now on Jesse Jewell near the 
Frances Meadows Aquatic Center.
The old branch was at 340 Jesse Jewell Parkway 

closer to downtown Gainesville. The building 
wasn’t owned by Wells Fargo, according to Lau-
rel Briglevich, senior community development 
officer for the bank.
My Sister’s Place, a shelter on Martin Luther 

King Jr. Boulevard for homeless women and chil-
dren in Gainesville, is using its $5,000 donation 
from Wells Fargo for its thrift store, which has a 
grand opening on Wednesday.
The store, named My Sister’s Resale Boutique 

at 130 John Morrow Parkway, will both raise 

Women’s shelter, other causes get Wells Fargo donations

money for the shelter and offer its clients a chance to get 
some on-the-job training.
“Our goal is to help our ladies overcome the obstacles 

that led to their homelessness in general,” said Brandee 
Thomas, executive director of the nonprofit.
The workforce development program also helps pay for 

the costs of the job search for shelter clients, including 
professional clothing and transportation.
My Sister’s Place operates on an annual budget of 

$156,000 with four paid staff and other volunteers.
“This is a good piece of that, so we’re very excited,” 

Thomas said of the donation.
Our Neighbor, a nonprofit operator of homes for disabled 

adults, also received $5,000 from 
Wells Fargo. Along with the home, 
Our Neighbor operates a nonprofit 
bookstore in the Main Street Market 
in downtown Gainesville.
The organization owns three homes 

with 12 total residents, according to 
Mary Margaret Calvert, its director. 
Residents pay rent that helps cover 
the costs of the mortgages, insurance, 
utilities and other costs of the program.
“I’ve got about half that can afford to pay it and about 

half that are on Social Security,” Calvert said. “The $5,000 
pays for all of my residents for one month or it pays for 
one resident for year. … It’s huge to us.”
She added she was more likely to use it to cover the costs 

of one resident for a year “that would be homeless, really 
literally, if they couldn’t stay in our program.”
Most clients of the nonprofit live in the homes for five 

to six years. They must have some physical or 
intellectual disability, but retain some level of in-
dependence, Calvert said, in order to qualify for 
a residency.
The largest donation — $50,000 — went to 

the city of Gainesville and UGA for crosswalk 
and road improvements along the “moat” — the 
ring of E.E. Butler Parkway, Jesse Jewell Park-
way, Academy Street and West Academy Street 
around the Gainesville core.
“We recognized the fact that there’s a lot of 

great things about our downtown, but it’s virtu-
ally impossible for a pedestrian from the hospi-

tal or Brenau or other places 
to actually access it because 
you’re crossing these major 
roadways,” said Jessica Tul-
lar, special projects manager 
of community development 
for the city of Gainesville.
Led by a steering commit-

tee, the city drafted a plan 
to improve crosswalks, slow 

traffic and improve medians surrounding down-
town, according to Tullar. UGA helped write 
the grant, which was funded by Wells Fargo and 
awarded through the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation.
The grant will pay for the planning and design 

of landscaped medians along portions of the 
“moat.”

Our goal is to help our ladies 
overcome the obstacles that led 
to their homelessness in general
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BY ETHAN BAUER
Here was a man who they aspired to be. Here 

was a millionaire. A local legend. An NFL star. 
A man who’d sat in their same seats and made 
it out.
And so they watched as this man wearing a 

T-Shirt and a diamond-studded Egyptian cross 
sauntered to the forefront of the Carol City Senior 
High gymnasium to speak on Saturday morning. 
It didn’t matter that Saturday night was prom. 
Everyone — about 150 students, coaches and ad-
ministrators — was there by 11 a.m. to see and 
listen to Allen Hurns.
Hurns, who graduated from Carol City in 2010 

before starring on the football field with the Mi-
ami Hurricanes and Jacksonville Jaguars, was 
back at his alma mater to give its current athletes 
things he never had as a high school student: A 
$7,500 donation to the athletic department and 
boxes upon boxes of arm sleeves and headbands 
striped in Carol City colors and bearing the 
Chiefs’ logo.
“We know what it is to be without,” Hurns’ 

mother, Erica Wilson, said. “We know what it 
was when Allen was in school, and we struggled. 
It was hard for us. We wish we had things like this 
happen for Allen when he was here.”
Wilson was evicted from her house when Hurns 

was a sophomore at Carol City. She slept in her 
car during a two-day stretch of homelessness. So 
besides the donation, Hurns also wanted to tell 
students that whether they use athletics or aca-
demics, there are ways for them to find the same 
success he found when he signed a $40 million 
contract with the Jaguars in 2016.
 “For me, football is my outlet,” he told the near-

ly silent gymnasium. “You see a lot of things go-
ing on in the hood, situations like that. But I used 
football to get away from that.”
Regardless, his mother said 

football was no excuse for 
poor grades. Both were im-
portant, and Allen tried to 
drive that home to the stu-
dents — most of whom were 
athletes.
“Allen knew that he could 

not play football if he brought 
a C home in my house,” Wil-
son said. “That was not happening.”
But when he was a senior at Carol City, Hurns 

could barely play football anyway. Facing Book-
er T. Washington in the team’s second game of 

Miami News
Allen Hurns goes from homeless in high school to donating thousands to his alma mater

the season, he was returning a punt when he was hit by 
Booker T.’s punter near the sideline. Something in his 
knee didn’t feel right, but he kept playing and finished 
the game.
When he woke up the next morning, his knee was 

locked. His coach had to drive him to 
the hospital.
He was diagnosed with a meniscus 

tear and missed the rest of his senior 
season. He said nothing.
“He just cried,” his mother said. 

“And he told me to be strong for 
him.”
After having surgery to repair his 

knee, Hurns still went to football 
practice and every game, doing whatever he could to 
help, even when he couldn’t help much.
“He never even took the pain meds,” his mother added. 

“He just took the pain.”

Hurns credits Carol City for ingraining that 
toughness, as well as the work ethic to keep com-
ing to practice when he couldn’t play.
A plea to follow that example — no matter what 

path they choose — was the focus of his speech 
to Carol City students on Saturday. To make good 
decisions. To be determined. And to stay humble.
He concluded his speech with, ‘Much love,” and 

a peace sign, leading to an ovation that didn’t last 
very long.
Instead, students rushed down from the bleach-

ers, each one eager to get one word in with Hurns. 
He waited for all of them, offering a high-five and 
a hug to anyone who wanted them. After being 
mentored by former NFL player Santana Moss 
when he was in high school, Hurns hopes to be 
that same light for Carol City’s athletes of today.
“We’re family,” he said. “We’re a family.”

Tallahassee News

Elizabeth Woodsmall
The legislature proclaims Florida “the most 

veteran-friendly state,” but a committee both 
ignored a scheduled bill presentation to re-
fund the Florida Veterans Foundation - and 
quit, hours early.
This dereliction of duty disrespected the 

general and Purple Heart recipients testifying 
on the foundation’s behalf — and the millions 
of veterans livening in Florida.
There would be no Florida Legislature — 

and this glorious country — if valiant veter-
ans had been similarly derelict and quit early. 
It is a travesty that a committee of elected 

Florida legislators turn their backs on veterans

public servants was unable to spend 15 minutes lis-
tening to veterans.
I am the proud sister of James Wolf Jordan, a Viet-

nam Veteran who received a Silver Star.
In his honor, I gladly volunteered 12-hour days with 

hundreds of others at the 2017 North Florida Home-
less & At-Risk Veterans Stand Down. In two days, 
we assisted more than 300 veterans (from World War 
II to Afghanistan) many without homes, families, 
limbs or sight.
The 99 percent volunteer foundation leverages state 

funding tenfold at 20 Stand Downs across Florida 
and helps thousands of veterans 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week, 365 days a year.

I hope there is a reasonable explanation for 
this travesty of a funding oversight — and 
a fix for it. We need action ASAP or thou-
sands of Florida veterans will fall through the 
cracks.
Elected officials would be wise to remem-

ber that Florida veterans (with their families 
and supporters) are a voting block 5 million 
strong and growing.

We know what it was when Allen 
was in school, and we struggled. 

It was hard for us. 
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by Adam Sennott 
The Rev. Al Sharpton. Photo by Zengzheng Wang
On Jan. 19, the eve of the Presidential inauguration, 

the Rev. Al Sharpton stood outside Trump Internation-
al Hotel in New York City with Mayor Bill De Blasio, 
filmmaker Michael Moore, actor Alec Baldwin and 
thousands of protesters to kick off their 100 days of 
resistance to the president-elect’s agenda.
“We are sending you a message from your home-

town. You can try to turn back the clock, but you won’t 
turn back time,” Sharpton said to the cheering crowd. 
“We are not going backwards.”
Since then, Sharpton has led protesters in Washing-

ton, D.C.; has spoken out on Twitter; and has person-
ally expressed his concerns to Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions about voting rights, investigations into the 
deaths of Eric Garner and Walter Scott, and the audit-
ing of police departments. This April, Sharpton said, 
they will begin gearing up for a “spring offensive” to 
maintain the movement’s momentum going into the 
midterm elections.
“The opponents, the adversaries of what we believe 

in and stand for, are counting on us becoming distract-
ed, or becoming one that just give up or gives out,” 
Sharpton said.
“I think that the only way 

movements succeed is if there is 
a sustained indignation,” Sharp-
ton said. 
The controversial and some-

times polarizing Sharpton has 
grabbed his share of the head-
lines during his lifetime. He was 
often an adviser to President 
Barack Obama, and now he 
brings a New York-savvy read on the 45th president. 
He has known Trump for 30 years, and he called the 
president a “salesman, a promoter, a P.T. Barnum guy” 
whose currency has always been hyperbole and over-
statement. This was evident during his campaign when 
he said that black communities were “absolutely in the 
worst shape they’ve ever been in before,” a falsehood 
Politifact rated “pants on fire.” Despite Trump’s claim 
that he has a “great relationship” with “the blacks,” 
Sharpton said he’s never seen him in any of New 
York’s City’s minority neighborhoods  
“I’ve never seen him in Harlem, or Bed-Stuy,” Sharp-

ton said. “Not one time. I can’t think of one event that 
I’ve seen him.”
Alhough it’s still early in Trump’s presidency, Sharp-

ton said he’s already been discouraged by Trump’s ac-
tions toward minority communities.
On Feb. 28, one day after the fifth anniversary of the 

shooting death of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin, Ses-

Al Sharpton: ‘We are not going backwards’

sions indicated that his office would no longer conduct audits 
of troubled police departments.
“Here’s him saying that he’s going to – in effect – reverse 

whatever advancement we’ve made there,” Sharpton said. 
“And (he) has no fear that anyone’s going to say anything about 
it.”“Here’s him saying that he’s going to – in effect – reverse 
whatever advancement we’ve made there,” Sharpton said. “And 
(he) has no fear that anyone’s going to say anything about it.”
Sharpton noted that the decision is made at a time when a po-

lice officer is under indictment for the death of Walter Scott, 
when there has been no conclusion to the federal investigation 
into the death of Eric Garner, and after the city of Baltimore and 
the Department of Justice agreed on a consent decree after the 
death of Freddie Gray.
“And you want to stop all of this?” Sharpton said. “And it’s 

almost like, no news. No one’s upset about it. No one’s talking 
about it. 
“It’s very terrifying,” Sharpton said.
Sharpton said the timing either showed the administration is 

either “tone deaf, or they want to send signal that they want 
people to understand that that day is over.
“I don’t know which it is,” Sharpton said. 
The decision to stop auditing police departments wasn’t the 

only incident that Sharpton said bothered him.
In late January Trump marked the beginning of Black History 

Month by holding a “listening session” 
with about a dozen African-Americans, 
who were mostly campaign supporters, 
according to the Guardian. At the time, 
Sharpton said the event was “tantamount 
to an insult” and that past presidents did 
a lot more to celebrate black culture.
Trump came under criticism when 

he said that Frederick Douglass “is an 
example of somebody who’s done an 

amazing job and is getting recognized more and more.” Many, 
including Sharpton, thought it sounded as though Trump be-
lieved Douglass was still alive.
“It’s a very dire situation,” Sharpton said. “You couldn’t make 

it up; let me put it that way.”     
Though the situation may be “dire,” Sharpton said Trump’s 

administration has reached out to him and other civil rights 
leaders.
In February, Sharpton said he got a phone call from Sessions 

asking if they could meet and discuss issues over coffee. Simi-
lar overtures were made to Marc Morial, president of the Na-
tional Urban League, and Cornell Brooks, president and CEO 
of the NAACP, Sharpton said. 
“I said, ‘I don’t want a cup of coffee. You can meet with all 

of us and we can deal with these issues as we have any other 
attorney general,’” Sharpton said he told Sessions. “His office 
has said that they were going to set it up; we’re waiting to see. 
But it was supposed to have happened by now.”
Sharpton said that if the meeting does happen, he won’t go 

alone.
“I’ll only meet with him or Trump if there’s other 

civil rights leaders (there),” Sharpton said.
Sharpton said he’s worried Trump’s agenda will “re-

verse, and in many ways realign, where our country is 
going in terms of social justice, health care, (and) vot-
ing rights.”In the meantime, Sharpton said he’s wor-
ried Trump’s agenda will “reverse, and in many ways 
realign, where our country is going in terms of social 
justice, health care, (and) voting rights.” 
The black community is particularly vulnerable, 

Sharpton said, with much to lose in the new admin-
istration.
“They have the right to vote to lose. They have the 

right to public education being a priority in this coun-
try, which educates the overwhelming majority of our 
young people,” Sharpton said. “They have the right of 
police accountability to lose – the right of police be-
ing prosecuted if they break the law they have that to 
lose. They have their health care that disproportionally 
helped us to lose, and they have our economic stand-
ing to lose.
“Black unemployment was cut in half under Barack 

Obama,” Sharpton said. “We’re hearing about a tril-
lion dollars in infrastructure, none of that said to be 
going in our communities. If he does bridges and tun-
nels that are not in inner cities, that’s not jobs for us. 
That don’t impact us.
“We have a lot to lose,” Sharpton said.
Sharpton said he’d like to see the media do a better 

job focusing on the issues “like repealing Obamacare, 
like new tax codes” instead of chasing the distractions 
that Trump keeps feeding them. 
“I think he throws so much at us,” Sharpton said.
So far, Trump’s strategy has worked, Sharpton said.
“I think the media has become completely predict-

able and gullible to whatever he does,” Sharpton said. 
“In the interim, immigrants living under terror, people 
that are afraid they’re going to lose their health care, 
all of that is pushed (to the side) and marginalized.”

We know what it was when Allen 
was in school, and we struggled. 

It was hard for us. 




