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Tori Walker The Ledger
A 67-year-old man was killed Thursday afternoon 

after he was struck by a vehicle while trying to walk 
across U.S. 27, according to the Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office.
Gregory Gaudette, who is said to have been stay-

ing at the Stay Plus Inn in Haines City, died at the 
scene, reports said.
The incident occurred about 3:05 p.m. when Gaud-

ette tried to cross the southbound lanes of U.S. 27, 
about 400 feet north of the intersection at Lucerne 
Park Road, reports said.
While crossing, he stepped into the path of a 2013 

black Hyundai Elantra, driven by Gerald Danboise, 
68, of New York, Horstman said.
He was not in the crosswalk at the time he was 

struck, reports said.
Horstman said neither impairment, speed or dis-

tracted driving are suspected to be a cause of the 
accident.
Two of the northbound lanes and one of the south-

bound lanes of U.S. 27 were shut down until about 
6:45 p.m. Thursday while the Sheriff’s Office in-
vestigated.
The investigation is ongoing.

You and I will 
meet again, 

When we're least 
expecting it, One 
day in some far 
off place, I will 
recognize your 
face, I won't 

say goodbye my 
friend, For you 
and I will meet 

again.

~Tom Petty

Longtime Client & Friend Greg Gaudette Goes to Heaven
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Donate Online: HomelessVoice.org/Donate Donations are tax deductable &
help South Florida’s Homeless
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Randy Conklin
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Thank you for your support Angels! Your support keeps our doors open!
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Your contribution keeps our organization afloat! Our Angels are a very important part of 
our service and ease the burden of our monthly bills. Thank you for your help in caring for 
our poor! With your donation, we are happy to send you our Homeless Voice newspaper. 
Choose your preferred method of subscription below:

Digital Download
Yes, I would like a newspaper emailed to me once a month. 

Home Delivery
Yes, I would like a newspaper mailed to me once a month. 

Neither
No, I prefer to get my newspaper at street corners.  

Delivery Address:
(if different from above)



About the COSAC Foundation

Homeless Voice Newspaper Staff
Publisher-  Sean Cononie

Editor in Chief-  Mark Targett      Executive Editor-  Sara Targett
www.HomelessVoice.org/contact
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The COSAC Foundation was 
originally established in May 
1997 to partner with other 
social service agencies, in the 
area, that provided help to the 
homeless population. COSAC 
also independently feeds the 
homeless or anyone in need of 
food. The COSAC Foundation 
opened it’s first homeless 
shelter in 1999 and named it 
COSAC Quarters (the shelter money was raised by spare change). We have 
grown into a multifaceted agency that feeds, shelters, and arranges for each 
homeless person to receive the necessary access to social and noncompulsory 
religious services to enable a return to a self-reliant lifestyle. And for the 
small percentage of people incapable of living independent lives, we provide 
a caring and supportive environment for their long-term residency.
Our vision is to end discrimination against the homeless population and to 

develop such an effective network of services that we greatly reduce the time 
a person or family emerges out of homelessness back into self-reliance.

If you received 
this issue of the 
Homeless Voice 
in your mailbox
please go to pg 4

We have an 
Emergency!

Home Improvement Gift Cards 
Always Needed

Send us a gift! P.O. Box 292-577
Davie, FL 33329

Place your Ad!

Starting at $75

HomelessVoice.org/

Advertising

Get 

Noticed!

Reasonable Rates, 
Huge Circulation!
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* Charlene Duarte

~ Cathy’s Prayer List ~

* Diane Karm
* Jefferson Wilson
* Amy & Mr. Jason
* Lorena
* Lilly
* Beth Ann
* The Coakleys
* Eddie Mercer
* Bob
* Michael Loffredo
* Natacha Lewis
* Steven Green
* Josh Wynn 
* Bianca
* James
* Lois
* Robert Tansey
* Veronica & John
* Mary Summers
* Cassandra Wilson

To add a name to Cathy’s Prayer List, call or text 954-410-6275
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Looking for organized, 
energetic volunteers 

For more details and to sign 
up visit:

hvoice.org/volunteer

We continue to lose street 
corners where we collect all of 
your generous donations. The 
cities are banning us and we 
need your support now more 
than ever. We are currently 
only able to collect in one 
city!Please donate today at 
homelessvoice.org/donate

“Among our tasks as witnesses to the 

love of Christ is that of giving a voice to 

the cry of the poor.” 

~Pope Francis



5Th
e H

om
eless Voice 

Vol. 18 Issue 2 2016

Check out our new Homeless Outreach iPhone App!
Download our app, snap a photo and tag your location

We are in Need of 
Food Donations

By Danika Fears 
Amid an escalating homeless crisis in 

NYC, the de Blasio administration has 
slashed its shelter budget by nearly $200 
million — because it wrongly assumes 
that new housing programs will make a 
big dent in the problem, the Independent 
Budget Office has found.
The city is budgeting $325 million for 

homeless adult shelters in 2017 — down 
$120 million from the previous year, ac-
cording to an IBO report. The budget 
for family shelters will be $452 million, 
which is down $72 million, the report 
says.
“While the number of families in shelter 

hovers around the same level as last year, 
the single-adult shelter population has in-
creased by 11 percent compared with a 
year ago — its highest level yet,” the re-
port reads.
The city is betting on programs like rent-

al subsidies to reduce the homeless popu-
lation — but the IBO said programs like 
that will take years to have an impact.
“IBO estimates 

that despite these 
initiatives, the 
shelter population 
in 2017 will be 
higher than the city 
projects and that 
additional funding 
will be necessary 
to cover the cost of operating homeless 
shelters in 2017 and beyond,” the report 
says.
As an example, the IBO pointed to the 

mayor’s rental subsidy program, Living 
in Communities, which was supposed to 

De Blasio slashes shelter budget in the middle of a 
homeless crisis

place 8,322 homeless households in permanent 
housing. But as of December 2015, only 3,795 
households had been assisted, according to the 
report.

A spokesperson for the 
mayor said the admin-
istration is conducting a 
90-day review that will 
determine future spend-
ing on shelters.
“The homelessness cri-

sis was created by years 
of disinvestment; it takes 

sustained resources and smart management to 
address it, and that’s exactly what this adminis-
tration is doing,” Amy Spitalnick said.
“A comprehensive 90-day review is under way, 

and that assessment will directly inform future 
years’ spending.”

Living in Communities, 
which was supposed to place 
8,322 homeless households in 

permanent housing, only assisted 
3,795 households.

Rafael Olmeda
A Fort Lauderdale police officer who was re-

corded pushing a homeless man to the ground at 
a bus shelter and slapping him in the face went on 
trial Tuesday on misdemeanor battery charges.
Victor Ramirez, 35, faces less than a year in jail 

if convicted. He was also charged with one count 
of falsifying a police report.
Ramirez came under scrutiny after a witness 

used a cellphone video to record Ramirez’s en-
counter with Bruce LaClaire, a homeless man 
who had been sleeping on a bench at the bus ter-
minal on Broward Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale.
In the video, Ramirez can be seen trying to stop 

LaClaire from heading toward a bathroom at the 
terminal. When LaClaire tries to jerk away from 
Ramirez, the officer pushes him to the ground. 
LaClaire curses at Ramirez, and when Ramirez 
tries to grab at LaClaire’s arm, LaClaire swats at 
the officer’s hand. That’s when Ramirez strikes 
LaClaire with an open-palmed smack.
Prosecutor Chris Killoran told the jury during 

opening statements that the use of force was not 
justified under the circumstances, and that the 
video contradicts the report Ramirez filed after 
the incident.
But defense lawyer Michael Dutko said Ramirez 

showed restraint during the encounter, using 
only the amount of force needed to get LaClaire 
to comply with the officer’s legal orders.
LaClaire said he was trying to comply with 

Ramirez’s orders to leave the terminal. 
He also claimed that he tried to block Ramirez 

from possibly hitting him while he was on the 
ground. The video partly confirmed that — it 
shows Ramirez reaching for LaClaire’s arm and 
LaClaire raising both hands, then lowering his 
right hand swiftly to where Ramirez was touch-
ing him.
“I’m not [expletive] around with you,” Ramirez 

says. “Don’t [expletive] touch me.”
Dutko is expected to ask Broward County Judge 

Christopher Pole to acquit Ramirez on Wednes-
day morning, a routine request after the prosecu-
tion rests its case. Dutko noted the video shows 
Ramirez warning LaClaire he would “beat up” 
LaClaire if LaClaire got physical. 

Homeless slapping 
case on trial

4700 SW 51st Street
Suite 208
Davie, FL 33314

Phone: (954) 924-3571

Call or Drop off Tuesday-Saturday 11 am- 6pm
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On February 17th 2016, yes I did say the year 2016, Father Bob from All Saints Mission is 
being denied the right to do what his Jesus Christ commands him to do in the Book of Mat-
thew. Well actually that same book commands me and others to do the same.
He has continued to use his church for fellowship by breaking bread with the poor of his 

community. Except him breaking bread gives him a fine daily. This is his first crime feeding 
the people, his second crime is a little civil disobedience. On this day he and others went to the 
City of Oakland Park City Commission meeting and gave their public comments and spoke 
from the heart. The good church leader was last to speak. I was one of the first to speak.
After the heartfelt speech from Father Bob the “good guys” simply left their seats and went to 

the front of the city commission meeting and blocked the meeting. The mayor got very upset 
and stopped the meeting. Not just the mayor who was upset by the look of things it appeared 
that the whole commission was fuming. To think that some group of people could disrupt a city 
meeting. Well I guess it is no different than the city disrupting feeding the poor.
If you look at the last year this food sharing band is bad across the nation but more goes on 

than that. Look how cities go on and wipe out tent cities. They destroy the tents of homeless 
people who just want to live on public land because they are homeless. Where else do they 
live when they do not have a place to lay their head? Do you want them in your backyard? Do 
you want them in front of your home? No you don’t and they don’t want to either. They pick 
land that is owned by the people. In case you did not know the homeless are people and it is 
their land as well. Did I say that some of these homeless people served in our armed forces 
protecting our freedoms?
Yes we hear helping the vets, everyone wants to help our boys and girls who served but now 

are homeless. No, I am sorry there is not one city that will open their doors to feed or house a 
vet. They may claim they do but yet they make laws where it becomes an act of God to serve 
Gods People.
In America we have three classes of people, the upper, the lower and the middle class. We 

have now birthed a fourth class here in America titled “The Unwanted” these are the poor.
American people hear me out. Most Americans are Two Pay Checks Away from being the 

“Unwanted.” What happens when you become homeless? Do you want to be fed? Do you 
want to sleep in a bed?
People don’t sit back and watch the last earthly possessions of a homeless person such as their 

tent be cut and torn apart by the local police because the Mayor wanted the homeless gone. I 
am quite sure that, that police officer wants to fight real crime and not cut the tent where a 70 
year old lady used to protect her from the elements while she slept the night before. It is time 
for all of us to protest and campaign against cities that go after the poor.
Can you imagine American turning its back on our poor and homeless? I got news for you ... 

you don’t have to imagine it anymore… just turn on the news and you can see it daily across 
the USA. Sometimes you can even watch it live... How sad is that?
PS: Father we got your bail money when they come after you again. It is too funny how the 

Bible says you will be attacked for doing God’s work. A job well done my Brother, “Go in 
Peace….” I’m sorry I meant to say “go in Civil Disobedience.”

The City of Oakland Park Florida “Don’t you dare feed the poor”

Homelesshatelaws.blogspot.com
In November 2014, a handful of activists and homeless 

advocates were infamously arrested or ticketed for shar-
ing food with the homeless.
While outrage over this issue has waned over time, at 

least 4 of the people ticketed at Food Not Bombs shar-
ings in 2014 have been stuck in courtroom purgatory for 
16 months as the City refuses to either drop their cases 
or bring them to trial. Defendants have experienced a 
never-ending series of status 
hearings that go nowhere, or 
no updates or calendar dates 
whatsoever for their cases, 
which held a maximum pun-
ishment of a $500 fine or 60 
days in jail.
The City of Fort Lauderdale 

still has a resource page on its 
website to remind everyone 
how fair and necessary the 
sharing ban law is. But there is 
little explanation online, or in 
the courthouse, for why peo-
ple who were arbitrarily pun-
ished for sharing food with the 
indigent in November of 2014 
still have to retain legal representation and worry about 
how many more months, or years, they will have to wait 
until they get a day in court.
The sharing ban law, along with so many other City 

Municipal codes that target homeless activities, has al-
ways been, and still is, unfair. By contrast, the last Flor-

No End in Sight for Prosecution of  Rebel Food 
Sharers

ida Congressional elections took place the same week as 
these arrests, and their terms are nearly up while these 
minor civil infractions drag on. 
On a related note, the Sun Sentinel published a story 

today, extensively quoting Mayor Seiler and other public 
officials, claiming that $11 million dollars is all that is 
missing for Broward County to permanently take care of 
all the homeless. If this sounds ridiculous to anyone than 
you haven’t spent nearly enough time with anyone in-

volved in the Broward County 
Continuum of Care Board, 
which is eternally convinced 
that massive government 
spending is all that is needed 
to help homeless people. True 
to the standards by which the 
media has covered homeless 
issues in the area, this 1,000 
word essay is composed en-
tirely of quotes by individu-
als whose job and reputation 
depends on painting a cheery 
picture on homelessness in the 
area.
No homeless people were 

quoted. Solutions such as 
opening the thousands of empty buildings in the County 
do not exist in this appraisal. Mayor Seiler is quoted as 
saying he will “consider” this funding, of which Fort 
Lauderdale would pay about $500k/year.

At least 4 of the people ticketed 
at Food Not Bombs sharings in 

2014 have been stuck in courtroom 
purgatory for 16 months

WRITTEN BY ADRIANA STEIN 
Nearly a third of our food supply is wasted and is a major contributor to climate change. According to saynotofoodwaste.org, 

the methane gas produced by the 1.3 billion tons of the world’s rotting food waste is 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide.
Furthermore, almost 8 million people across the globe continue to live without enough food, reported the World Food Pro-

gramme. 
The Guardian reported that in a progressive effort to recycle food waste, France outlawed throwing away excess grocery store 

food, making them the first country in the world with this policy.
Instead, the food is now donated to charities or used as animal food. The 7.1 million tons of food waste produced by France 

now goes to a better cause, which also lessens the country’s impact on the environment.
A vote passed unanimously and a new law requires grocery stores to make agreements with charities to donate leftover food. 

Not following this law could result in a £53,000–$54,000–fine or two years in jail.
By sending food to charities, grocery stores help those with low incomes. Homeless people searching through garbage outside 

of grocery stores has become a serious problem. Grocery stores have responded by locking their food waste away or by dousing 
the area in bleach to prevent people from eating the food.
Fortunately, the new law will start to educate the public on food waste management by working with schools and businesses. 

If education begins at an early age, a shift in food culture can take place and begin to change the mindset of how we responsibly 
manage food.
As the United States is a major contributor to food waste, policies here could be improved to replicate France’s new laws. An 

article in The Oregonian started a poll about whether the United States should follow France in banning grocery store food waste 
and so far, most people agree that it’s a good idea.
The NRDC issued a report stating that 40 percent of food waste in the United States ends up in landfills. This report also de-

tailed losses in all stages of production from packaging to distribution.
The Oregonian also reported that the federal government also wants the United States to cut it’s food waste in half over the next 

15 years. A typical four-person family in the United States throws around $1,500 in the garbage with their food waste, making 
the issue a serious problem.
Fortunately, our government has taken some initiative to reduce food waste. As a part of Obama’s new environmental policies, 

the USDA joined forces with the EPA to set the first policy regarding food waste reduction in the U.S. One part of this policy is 
known as “The Food Recovery Challenge”.
It is similar to France’s law in that it encourages businesses and organizations to donate food leftovers to feed the homeless. It 

helps save money and increases awareness about the effects of food waste in relation to climate change, as well as decreasing 
the amount of food going to waste. But it doesn’t actually render not taking care of food waste illegal.
Both France and the United States are far from solving food waste problems. A total change in the culture and mechanisms of 

handling food needs to happen now. Utilizing France as an example could help deter part of this problem, not only in the United 
States, but globally. These new laws are mere baby steps in a long process for how to properly maintain the balance between 
food production and food waste.

Stop the Waste, Feed the Homeless



8
Th

e 
H

om
el

es
s V

oi
ce

 
Vo

l. 
18

 Is
su

e 
2 

20
16

Have you ever been bullied before?

The Mayor of Tampa, FL has declared war on Homeless 
Helping Homeless, Inc., a nonprofit emergency shelter 

provider.

As you may know, the Mayor has failed miserably in solving 
the dilemma of thousands of homeless individuals sleeping 

on the street every night.

Find out what Homeless Helping Homeless is proposing – 
because no one should have to sleep on the street.

Call 813-675-0478

BY RYAN LILLIS
Sacramento Councilman Jeff 

Harris thinks half of the region’s 
homeless population wanders 
through the neighborhood of 
warehouses and shelters north of 
downtown known as the River 
District every day. That didn’t 
seem so far-fetched Thursday 
morning at the corner of Ahern 
and North A streets.
A gentleman with a long beard 

slept in a sleeping bag on the 
sidewalk. A couple sat in chairs 
outside a van that appeared to 
hold all of their belongings. A 
man wearing underwear on his 
head stumbled down the mid-
dle of the street. Others pushed 
shopping carts, scattering when 
a pickup carrying two police of-
ficers rolled onto the street.
Some days, as many as 20 tents 

sit near this street corner within 
view of the downtown skyline.
Out of this mess has come a 

proposal for a new tool in the 
city’s struggle to address the public health im-
pact of homelessness: two flush toilets on an 
elevated trailer, monitored by paid attendants 
and equipped with garbage bins to hold pet 
waste and used needles. The cost to taxpayers: 
up to $15,000 a month.
The idea, pushed by Harris, would be mod-

eled after the “Pit Stop” program in San Fran-
cisco, where 11 toilets are run by the city’s 
public works depart-
ment. Tanks under the 
toilets are emptied regu-
larly and the toilets are 
open mostly during the 
day, when most shelters 
are closed. Harris wants 
to set up one facility 
near Ahern and North A 
streets on a trial run.
For now, many of 

the homeless men and 
women who emerge daily from one of the 
many shelters or service providers in the River 
District use the cover of a large transformer 
box on North A Street as a toilet. You can 
smell it from 50 feet away, which means you 

Sacramento councilman considers 
portable toilets for homeless

can also smell it inside Quinn Cottages, a collection of 
small homes that serve as transitional housing for the 
homeless.
Some might argue that installing an attended bath-

room in the neighborhood will attract new homeless to 
an area that is already heavily impacted by that popu-
lation. A similar argument has been made about build-
ing a sanctioned tent city. Harris doesn’t buy it, at least 
not with the bathroom idea.

“People are not going to walk 
from downtown to use this bath-
room,” he said.
Harris is on a City Council 

subcommittee formed by Mayor 
Kevin Johnson that’s exploring 
ways to tackle homelessness 
in Sacramento. He’s the most 
low-profile of the three coun-
cil members on the panel. Jay 
Schenirer is the chairman and 
has become the leading voice on 

many homeless issues, including the case being made 
for a sanctioned tent city. Steve Hansen is also on the 
panel and has emerged as the chief skeptic of tent cit-
ies.
Harris is one of the more progressive members of the 

City Council. But he had to be sold on the tent city 

“We’re not straying from our path 

of getting housing for everybody,” he 

said. “But there are people who need 

help now. They need some safety and 

stability.”

model and said he thinks there could be a spot 
for it in the city’s broader strategy to address 
homelessness.
“We’re not straying from our path of getting 

housing for everybody,” he said. “But there 
are people who need help now. They need 
some safety and stability.”
Homelessness has become the most visible 

issue this year in Sacramento, due in part to a 
three-month protest outside City Hall by activ-
ists who want an end to the city’s anti-camping 
law. The candidates for mayor are asked for 
their ideas on homelessness all the time. No 
one at City Hall pretends to have all the an-
swers.
And yet even as he’s confronted with scenes 

such as what he saw at Ahern and North A last 
week, Harris has hope.
“We’ve got a manageable situation, if we 

keep our heads on straight,” he said.
Chris Kolb, 66, right, talks about San Fran-

cisco’s latest effort to clean up urine-soaked 
alleyways and walls as a man leaves a Pit Stop 
public toilet outside a Mission District transit 
station on July 30, 2015. Eric Risberg The As-
sociated Press
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Tampa News

Orlando News

Kate Santich Orlando Sentinel
Orange County is spending nearly $7.7 mil-

lion this year to end homelessness, but 44 
percent of that money may not be helping the 
homeless at all, and much of the rest is going 
to agencies that don’t track what happens to 
the people they serve, an independent report 
has found.
In one case, for instance, it appears homeless 

people are merely moving from one shelter to 
another, and the few emergency shelter pro-
grams that do track their outcomes report no 
or very little success in getting people back on 
their feet financially.
The report, released to the Sentinel ahead of 

a public airing today, comes from nationally 
recognized consultant Barbara Poppe, who led 
President Obama’s homelessness work from 
2009 to 2014 as the head of the U.S. Inter-
agency Council on Homelessness. Poppe was 
paid $8,000 for her Orange County report — 
an effort that Mayor Teresa Jacobs embraced.
“It’s easy to look at this report and go, ‘Oh, 

you’re not doing very 
well,’” said Andrae Bai-
ley, CEO of the Central 
Florida Commission on 
Homelessness. “But the 
mayor should be ap-
plauded for her courage 
to do this study and to 
make it transparent. It 
hurts a little bit, but this 
is going to help people 
get off the streets.”
Poppe, who has undertaken a similar analysis 

for Seattle, agreed. “What I think is terrific is 
that this mayor, this county, said: ‘Let’s look 
at how we can do this better.’ This could have 
been much more internally focused” and the 
results not announced publicly.
Orange County is the largest source of funds 

for homeless programs in Central Florida. In 
addition to this fiscal year’s $7.7 million, the 
county government recently announced $4 

Bradenton Fox 13
A picture of a random encounter outside a Bradenton Chick-fil-A is 

warming hearts all across the country.
It was taken earlier this week by a woman named Amber Kelley, and 

shows a Chick-fil-A employee sitting underneath a nearby tree with a 
homeless man while on his break.
They appear to be talking, and even sharing a meal.
 “Just a few raw moments of human beings being kind to one another 

and reaching out to do something completely selfless is what the world 
needs,” Amber wrote in part, alongside the photo. “You’re a special 
young man and I hope you touched his heart as much as you touched 
mine.”
The photo ended up being shared by a verified page called “Love What 

Matters”, where it’s since gone viral.
The Chick-fil-A employee later explained that he “was just led by God 

to sit down and speak to the man.” 
He added that he was very taken aback by the attention, and said he’d 

rather just leave it at that, but according to his manager, this employee 
is an “amazing person” who’s “always doing good.”

Chick-fil-A employee shares meal, words with homeless man

Amber Kelley (Pic)

million for new affordable housing 
projects that will set aside units for 
homeless individuals and families 
with children.
“Over the last several years, Or-

ange County has greatly expanded 
its resources and programs to ad-
dress homelessness,” Jacobs said. 
“We directed that Poppe bring a 
laser focus to how our current pro-
grams and partner programs stack 
up against the national ‘Housing 
First’ model. ... We fully expected 
to see gaps.”
One major problem with the current spending, the 

report noted, is that the agencies receiving it don’t 
coordinate their efforts or report their outcomes. And 
the money that goes into homeless prevention — up 
to $5,100 per household for one-time assistance with 
rent, utilities and other basic needs — is often helping 
those unlikely to become homeless without it.
“These programs likely have very little impact on 

overall homelessness in the community,” the report 
said.
But Deputy County Adminis-

trator Dr. George Ralls said the 
initial intent of such programs 
was to help “vulnerable” and 
financially struggling families 
and individuals, particularly 
during the recession. Only in 
the past couple of years has it 
shifted to a homeless-preven-
tion model.

“The program was conceived as a safety net,” he 
said. “But Barbara has helped us realize we need to do 
better targeting with that money” — especially since it 
adds up to a $3.4 million chunk of the homeless bud-
get.
That money and $87,000 the county spends on medi-

cal care for very low income residents accounts for 
44 percent of the county’s overall “homeless” funds, 
but there’s no requirement that they be spent on peo-
ple who are actually homeless or at imminent risk of 
homelessness, the report found.

Transforming the current landscape won’t 
be easy, Ralls said. Contracts with local non-
profits will have to be amended, and if agen-
cies don’t comply with the new way of doing 
business they won’t get county money going 
forward.
Ralls said his staff will analyze all the spend-

ing in the months ahead to make sure it aligns 
with Poppe’s recommendations.
For instance, transitional housing — pro-

grams that generally help the homeless for up 
to a year — should be largely scrapped, the 
report recommended, since such efforts often 
end with people being homeless again. And all 
individuals and families in need should be part 
of a single database that prioritizes the most 
desperate.
Attorney Rulon Munns, chairman of the Or-

ange County committee of the regional home-
less commission, said the findings will steer 
the county’s work going forward.
“We’re getting so much information [via 

the homeless commission] — we’ve been to 
Houston, we’ve been to Salt Lake, we’re get-
ting all these reports — and we found it pretty 
challenging to make an assessment of whether 
we’re doing it the right way,” he said. “To the 
mayor’s credit, she sort of stuck her neck out 
there and said, ‘Do it.’”

Report critical of Orange County homeless spending

One major problem with the current 

spending, the report noted, is that the 

agencies receiving it don’t coordinate 

their efforts or report their outcomes.
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16 Homeless Outreach Program
The Homeless Voice staff has 

been practicing outreach services 
long before the first shelter was 
even opened.
Driving around with food at 

first, then essential items like 
clothing and shoes- and finally 
expanding to medical services.
We go out during the cold,  

before, during, after storms 
offering any assistance we can.
There are many people on the 

streets who, for one reason or 
another, do not want to enter a 
shelter or program.
Outreach programs help reach 

people who otherwise can’t be 
found. With medicine and food, 
relieve can be easily provided to 
the ones who are hurting most.
The Homeless Voice is trying to 

raise money for an ambulance 
specifically designated for this 
purpose. Please send in your 
donations to 
PO Box 292-577
Davie, FL 33329
or call (954) 924-3571 for more 

info~
Thank you!

Please visit our website www.HomelessVoice.org to read more on our 
past outreach projects and what we have planned for the future!
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Terrence McCoy
One of the hardest parts of homelessness is ad-

mitting that you have nowhere to go. In the be-
ginning, there’s always another friend to plead 
with, another couch to sink into, another num-
ber to call. But eventually, as weeks give way to 
months, that fiction yields to reality.
For Kory Molina, an emotive and garrulous 

20-year-old who fled Honduras four years ago, 
that moment came in April 2013. She had just 
spent several weeks on a couch at a friend’s Col-
mar Manor, Md., house. It was her fourth couch 
in six months. And her friend’s mom was now 
telling her the house was too crowded — she had 
to be out by Saturday.
“I would never walk into a shelter,” Molina said 

she thought, quickly ruling that out as a possibil-
ity. “I would rather sleep under a chair than go to 
a shelter.”
Instead, Molina arrived at a place she had heard 

about in Columbia Heights, perched near the 
corner of 15th and Irving streets NW. It reaches 
out to young homeless people like Molina, but it 
doesn’t shelter them. Instead, the Latin American 
Youth Center’s Street Outreach Program offers 
them a place to hang out with friends, do laun-
dry, take a shower, get something to eat — and 
ask for help. It’s informal. It’s casual. It’s called 
a drop-in center.
Nationally, the facilities, which have been 

largely underfunded 
for decades, are re-
ceiving renewed atten-
tion because of fresh 
research suggesting 
that they’re the best 
way to bring home-
less youths into the 
social service system. 
The Latin American 
Youth Center program 
will extend its hours, 
thanks to more funding 
from the city. The Dis-
trict has also funded 
another drop-in center managed by Sasha Bruce 
Youthwork, which opened last month in South-
east Washington. Covenant House also operates 
a drop-in center.
 Kory Molina, 20, now works part-time at the 

drop-in center in Columbia Heights and at a cafe 
near Eastern Market. Here, she chats with fellow 
drop-in center employees Diana Martinez, center 
rear, and Jessica Hicks, right. (Linda Davidson/
The Washington Post)
The model hinges on an informal atmosphere, 

especially attractive to a homeless subgroup con-
sidered among the most elusive. That’s primar-

The best way to reach homeless kids is rarely used
ily because homelessness 
is embarrassing for peer-
conscious kids.
Teachers can go months 

before realizing a stu-
dent, gliding from couch 
to park bench and back 
again, has nowhere to go. 
Youths rarely use shelters 
that serve adults, saying 
they’re scared to sleep be-
side a population so much 
older than they. So they 
remain hidden, sometimes 
not even aware they quali-
fy as homeless.
No one knows how many 

homeless youths there 
are. National estimates 
range from 500,000 to 2 
million. In the Washington region, the most recent annual 
point-in-time count of the region’s homeless population, 
in January 2015, said only 16 homeless kids were living 
without a parent. Months later, the District did another 
count, this one focused exclusively on the subgroup, and 
found 330 homeless youths — a figure some advocates 
say underrepresents their true number.
The low estimates have meant many cities, including 

the District, haven’t historically allocated the resources 
to address their needs. In Washington, the facilities that 

have targeted homeless youths 
have mostly focused on shel-
tering them instead of offer-
ing casual facilities where they 
can find food, nap and receive 
counseling.
“The feeling was that we re-

ally wanted to provide shelter 
for young people,” said Debo-
rah Shore, executive director 
of Sasha Bruce. “. . . We now 
know that we’re not reaching 
all of the young people that we 
need to, and the services we 
have can shelter and support 

— but drop-in centers do other things.”
For example: increasing the chances that homeless 

youths will show up and get help. That’s the main lesson 
Natasha Slesnick learned when doing what she calls the 
first study to determine whether drop-in centers attract 
more homeless youths than shelters. Slesnick, an Ohio 
State University professor of human development, had 
worked with kids for years. But she remembers the mo-
ment she realized that some kids were scared of shelters 
and difficult to retain in the system.
“There was a kid who looked different,” Slesnick said, 

recalling one person she met at a crisis shelter. “She had 
a dog collar and her hair was spiked, and she was rough 

around the edges 
and her story in-
volved abuse and 
substance abuse. 
Then I went back 
the next day, and 
she wasn’t there.” 
They had lost her to 
the streets.
Slesnick, who lat-

er founded a drop-
in center, began to 
suspect that shelters 
were not the best 
way to disarm skit-
tish youths — so 
she set out to test the 
hypothesis. She and 
other researchers 
located 79 home-
less people between 
the ages of 14 and 
24. Researchers 
encouraged half 

“They have one foot in the 
grave,” Slesnick said. “The 

leading cause of death for boys 
is suicide, and it’s overdose for 
the girls. There are so many out 
there who are not being engaged 

in the system . . . 

of them to visit a crisis shelter — and the other 
half to go to a drop-in center. Over the following 
months, 18 percent of the first group appeared at 
the shelter. Eighty percent of the second group 
showed up at the drop-in center, according to the 
study’s findings, which were published in late 
January.
“They have one foot in the grave,” Slesnick 

said. “The leading cause of death for boys is sui-
cide, and it’s overdose for the girls. There are so 
many out there who are not being engaged in the 
system . . . that we need to do something differ-
ently. And drop-in centers aren’t the complete 
answer, but it’s a first step.” She found, however, 
that few cities have such centers.
Molina found herself at the Latin American 

Youth Center in spring 2013. She remembers 
feeling shame and fear as she climbed the steps. 
She still couldn’t believe she was homeless. 
She had grown up comfortably enough as the 
youngest of five siblings in the Honduran town 
of Copan, near a smattering of Mayan ruins. But 
as gang violence surged and drug trafficking 
soared, tourism plummeted and small businesses 
were hit hard. The three shops belonging to her 
family closed. Her parents told her that Honduras 
no longer had opportunity for her — and sent her 
to live with her sister in the United States.
She arrived at age 16 unable to speak English 

and on a tourism visa that soon expired, moving 
in with a sister and her husband, neither of whom 
she had seen in years. What happened next is fa-
miliar to anyone who works with homeless teens. 
Molina was no longer the young child her sister 
remembered. Drama ensued. Molina took off.
She spent more than seven months crashing at 

friends’ places before she arrived at the Street 
Outreach Program in Columbia Heights. There 
were people there who were her age and un-
derstood what she was going through. She kept 
coming back.
“It felt like, ‘Okay, maybe I can do this,’ ” she 

said. “ ‘Maybe I can trust someone here and talk 
to someone about my story.’ ”
The drop-in center told Molina about DC 

Doors, which helps immigrant families find 
housing, and she eventually landed in a Shaw 
studio apartment. Molina, who graduated from 
Coolidge Senior High School, wishes she had 
learned about the drop-in center sooner. She now 
works part-time at the center and at a cafe near 
Eastern Market.
For a young woman who didn’t want to concede 

she was homeless — who was scared of shelters 
and terrified of paperwork seeking information 
she didn’t have — it was the only thing she said 
could have reached her.
“As an immigrant female, I was very vulner-

able,” she said. “. . . But this was a place where 
you could come and talk and get help.”
Linda Davidson The Washington Post




